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Fighting for equality

“We are trying to get to the essence of the truth of Jordan Park,” said SPHA CEO
Tony Love at the July 16 workshop held at St. Petersburg College Midtown campus.
“We want to make sure that everybody understands that there’s history in Jordan Park
and we want to preserve it, but we want to preserve the correct history.”

SPHA workshop yields
disturbing insinuations
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
standing-room-only crowd attending the St. Petersburg Housing
Authority’s (SPHA) July 16 informational workshop on the future
of Jordan Park was left dismayed
when CEO Tony Love abruptly
ended the meeting without taking
questions.
But even more disturbing was
a baffling handout displaying property deeds dating back to the early
1900s relating to the land that Jordan Park Apartments now sit on.
What was missing from these
records was the name “Elder Jordan,” but what was not missing
from the conversation was the insinuation that there is no recorded
proof that Jordan ever owned the
land that the housing development
is situated upon.
Present at the workshop were

architect Robert Reid Wedding,
SPHA Media Relations/Information Officer attorney Michelle
Ligon, real estate attorney Alexandra “Sandy” Maclennan of Squire
Patton Boggs and Susan Bradley,
a project manager at Robert Reid
Wedding Architect & Planners.
Residents were also confounded by the presence of at least
four police officers in the meeting
room.
Love began by informing attendees they were there to “listen”
to a history of the plotting and rehabilitation of Jordan Park, as he
focused on his theme of “factbased information regarding
where we are, how we got here
and the key issues to consider for
the next step toward being able to
stay here.”
Wedding offered a short development history of Jordan Park,
and discussed upgrades for 206
units that are “under design and

consideration financially at this
time.” He also shared the proposal
of adding 60 new units for seniors,
which would increase the total
number of units for the entire development to 266, the maximum
residential density allowed under
current city code.
While Ligon assured residents
that the decision whether to tear
down or rehab the Historic Senior
Village was “not being made in the
dark” and that public “input is critical to the process,” attendees
were clearly displeased that they
were not permitted to ask questions — not even Senator Darryl
Rouson.
She added that an upcoming
meeting on Aug. 1 would allow the
commission to gather additional
information and introduced
Maclennan, who, she assured listeners, would educate them on
See WORKSHOP, page 11

Masons and Eastern Stars
Family & Friends Day
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
brotherhood of Masons have a
reputation for being mysterious in their meeting rituals.
One of the oldest and largest
fraternities in the world, the
brotherhood of masons is more
than two million strong.
Men of all ages and all
walks of life are welcome to
join, but they must be of good
will, have good character and
believe in an almighty creator
set on practicing the spirit of
universal brotherhood.
Truelight Lodge #6 is a new
Masonic organization in St. Petersburg set on bringing back
the old ways and getting
youths involved with becoming
part of the Mason organization.
To prove their dedication to the

Members of Truelight Lodge #6
at Bay Vista Park on July 7.
youths, they plan to get involved with local schools and
organizations aimed at helping
boys in need.
“We just want to do the
right thing; we want to get back
into the community,” said Worshipful Master David Wither-

spoon. He sees youths on the
street playing ball every day
with their mothers, kids with
no or limited male role models.
Witherspoon doesn’t want
them falling into favor with

Dr. Chris Warren
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – As we
draw nearer to the Aug. 28 Primary Elections, the NAACP St.
Petersburg Branch and the
League of Women Voters of the
St. Petersburg Area teamed up
to conduct a Pinellas County
School Board candidate forum
last Thursday, July 12 at Pinellas
Technical College.
Dr. Christopher Warren
served as the moderator, but before getting started, he went
over a few housekeeping items
such as voter registration for the
Aug. 28 Primary Election will
close July 30. Also, residents
may vote early from any of the
three Supervisor of Elections offices from Aug. 18-26.
Questions were developed
from the concerns of south St.
Pete residents, and candidates
were allowed one minute to
reply and only a “yes” or “no” response was allowed in the lightning rounds.
Each candidate was allowed
two wildcard answers, which
was a chance to answer another
district’s questions. In this
week’s article, Districts 6, which
covers parts of Largo, Seminole
and the southern gulf beaches,
and District 7, which covers
south St. Petersburg, responses
are given.
Next week, Districts 2 and 3
candidate’s answers will be displayed.
If no candidate wins majority
51 percent, the two candidates
receiving the most votes will be
in a runoff in the Nov. election.
District 6 Question
What additional steps should
be taken to prepare schools in the
event of an active shooter?
Bill Dudley – Wants to continue with the current school
system plan put in place starting
this year. Elementary schools
will have the guardian program.
“They are being trained; they
are professionals.”
The middle schools will have
a school resource officer and
possibly a campus monitor. In
the high schools, there will be

See MASONS, page 14
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Silenced voices: From lynchings of the
past to mass incarcerations of today

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JENNIFER GAMBLETHEARD

To speak of lynchings
and incarcerations of
African Americans may
seem a bit depressing or
even a little stiff or overly serious to some. Such topics
can cause frustration or
push back in conversations.
Some might say that
lynchings are of a bygone
era and suggest looking forward to the future. Others
may focus on post-slavery to
current times regarding excessive incarcerations, suggesting that perceived
criminals must be punished,
but never mind the details.
Both lynchings and incarnations have had a
tremendous impact on the
lives of many African Americans youths. Every generation of African Americans
had/have been aware of
men or women, past or present, whose lives were destroyed or halted due to the
systematic punitive controls
of black people.
Far too many black
voices were silenced from
1877 to 1968 with almost
4,000 lynchings that occurred throughout the
United States, both north
and south. The majority of
lynchings took place in the
south, carried out by crazed
mobs of white Americans
who felt that the institution
of slavery for economic purposes should have never
ended.
They wanted to make a
point that blacks must al-

ways stay in their place —
beneath them. To a lesser
degree, northern states also
used lynchings, but more to
control blacks for political,
employment and voting purposes.
In the south and north
as well as east and west,
lynchings were used as a
method of social and racial
domination meant to terrorize black Americans into
submission, and into an inferior racial caste position
characterized by skin color.
Fast forward to current
times in America, we may
not hear too much anymore
of lynchings, but wounds of
21st century America are
fresh from mass incarceration of young African-American men, as well as a
smaller but growing number of black women.
There has been a 500
percent increase in the number of inmates over the last
40 years, precisely taking
root after the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1960s. According to statistics, the
crime rates in the United
States have been decreasing, yet the percentage of
black inmates continues to
increase.
African
Americans
make up nearly 1 million of
the 2.3 million persons incarcerated, which is nearly
six times the rate of whites.
This estimates that one in
three
African-American
men will experience prison
sometime in his life.
As a result of present
day incarceration practices,

black voices are again being
silenced in a different way.
In 34 out of the 50 states in
America, those individuals
on parole or probation cannot vote.
In 12 states, a felony conviction means never voting
again. Also, prior incarceration can and or will affect
one’s ability to secure certain government benefits, or
the ability to get a job.
Lynchings and incarcerations are interwoven together
as
social
obstructions for life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness
for the collective AfricanAmerican experience. Many
African-American communities were, and still are, effected from the scars left by
the absence of those who
were brutally killed from
lynchings.
As well, some communities of color struggle on a
daily basis from the negative
impacts of social stigmas
and non-participation within
American institutions. Full
interaction with government decision-making or advances in economic growth
can become unattainable for
those with a past connection
to the U.S. prison system.
As a people of the
African diaspora, our voices
must not be silenced. It is
necessary that we must become aware of our history
and of how the United States
Constitution specifically affects the outcome for those
from black communities
who may not fully understand the consequences of

counterproductive actions.
As slavery formally
ended, the 13th Amendment was added to the
Constitution in 1865. It’s a
very interesting statement
that says “no one can be
enslaved or under involuntary servitude except if
they are convicted of a
crime.
In plain and simple language, slavery still exists
for those who are convicted of crimes. As a figure of speech, the prison
industrial complex now
and always existed in the
United States — meaning
that slavery evolved into a
form of labor subordination
and exploitation.
This was especially seen
in the prison chain gang system in the south were
young black boys could be
herded into prisons for noncriminal behavior such as
standing on a sidewalk or
any minor action considered
deviant by those in power.
Families, who thought that
they were free, could lose
their sons to another form of
slavery.
The prison population
today is vulnerable to servitude as a punishment for
crime. This can be seen in
“for profit-prison” systems
where prisoners work for little or no money, and corporations that use prison labor
have the advantage to advance corporative profitability.
Whether there are more
prisons or fewer lynchings,
it’s crucial to realize how im-

Lynching of Thomas Shipp
and Abram Smith, 1930
portant it is to help keep our
youth informed about
crimes as life’s obstacles and
the outcomes of “slavery by
another name” called incarceration.
To continue with more
exact and engaging information about lynchings and
mass incarceration, I recommend two books that are
well worth reading:
University of South
Florida, St. Petersburg professor and noted author
Julie Buckner Armstrong’s
“Mary Turner and the
Memory of Lynching”
Well known civil rights
advocate, Michelle Alexander’s “The New Jim Crow:
Mass Incarceration in the
Age of Colorblindness”
Also, please be aware of
“The National Memorial for
Peace and Justice” opened
on April 26, 2018. This is the
nation’s first memorial dedicated to the legacy of en-

slaved black people, people
terrorized by lynching,
African Americans humiliated by racial segregation
and Jim Crow and people of
color burdened with contemporary presumptions of
guilt and police violence.
Located in Montgomery, Ala., the St. Petersburg ASALH Branch is
planning a trip there in Oct.
of this year. Please be in
touch if anyone is interested
in attending.
Other noteworthy information is about St Augustine’s Episcopal Church,
which is spearheading an effort to locate lynching sites
here in the St Petersburg
area.
Jennifer Gamble-Theard,
M.Ed. is a retired Pinellas
County educator in the study
of history and language. She
is also the historian for the St.
Petersburg Branch of ASALH.

JOB OPENING
Executive DirectorJames B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center, St. Petersburg
Position responsible for all aspects of the Agency's operations, result in the achievement of the Agency's mission and goals; enables Board governance function and facilitates. Management-Board interaction; serves as Agency spokesperson; provides
leadership to the achievement of the Agency's philosophy, mission, strategy and to
annual goals and objectives.
Master's degree in a human services-related field or administration; Bachelor’s Degree with 5 years’ experience managing a social service agency can be considered.
Five years’ experience in human services and/or administration, with a minimum of
five years in supervisory positions.
Knowledge of human services administration, social services, fiscal management,
grant writing and operational management. Demonstrated skills and abilities in leadership, coordination, cooperation, communication, follow through, interpersonal relations, attention-to-detail, use of basic math and language, strong grant writing
abilities, following procedures and instructions; teaching, coaching, public relationsinternal and external, working independently, planning, problem solving, negotiating,
decision making, initiating/ adapting to change, scheduling work-own and others,
counseling, evaluating performance, organizing work-own and others, public speaking; computer and other technology skills.
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Send Resume to jamesbsanderlincenter@gmail.com by July 30, 5:00 pm.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

He Say, She Say

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

BY SHARLENE EMMANUEL

Q: Can a man be
forced to cheat?
He Says: Yes! Guys
are simple. We just want
a woman that will keep a
nice home, be supportive of us, and make us
feel like the man of the
house. When a woman
is unappreciative of her
man, he doesn’t feel valued. We as men have
feelings the same as
women, and when our
woman doesn’t take care
of those feelings, we tend
to stray.
Another thing that
forces a man to cheat is
when his woman badgers him to death. Nothing will drive a man into
the arms of another female faster than a nagging woman. If we come
home and must constantly argue about little
things or if we can’t get
peace in our home, then
we are forced to find that
peace elsewhere.
She Says: No, a man
can’t be forced to cheat
unless he has a gun to
his head! Ultimately, the
man has free will to
choose to cheat or not.
Any reason a man gives
for cheating is just an excuse to do what he ultimately wanted to do in
the first place.
We as women deal
with so many pressures
on a day to day between

work, kids, partner, etc.
We don’t always feel valued or loved by our partners, and yes, sometimes
we get frustrated with
our situations. However,
this doesn’t make us
want to cheat! Men that
say his woman forced
him to cheat doesn’t
want to take responsibility for his actions, so he
would rather blame his
partner. This is such an
unfair double standard!
Sharlene
Says:
This question doesn’t
have a black or white answer, so in this case, I
will say He and She are
right. Relationships are
hard! Just ask Beyoncé
and Jay-Z. For a relationship to stand the test of
time, there will be periods of happiness, frustration,
struggle,
joy,
success and sometimes
failures.
In some instances,
yes, a woman’s behavior
toward her man can lead
him to stray. Now I say
lead him not force him to
stray. In some instances
when a man doesn’t feel
supported, appreciated
or respected by his
woman, it becomes easy
for him take interest in
another woman that can
give him the attention he
wants.
The truth is, a man
isn’t forced into a situa-

tion
with
another
woman; he chooses to
take that path versus
dealing with the matters
in his relationship that
made him want to stray
in the first place. The
success of every relationship depends on a couple’s
ability
to
communicate. Partners
need to express how
they feel — the good, the
bad and the ugly.
Everyone is responsible for teaching their
partner how to treat
them. Let them know
early on what you expect
and what your deal
breakers are. There is
never a good reason for
cheating and that should
never be a solution to fixing relationship problems. If a man feels
undervalued, unappreciated or a lack of peace in
his relationship, he
should first think about
whether he wants to be
in the relationship rather
than complicate his situation by cheating.
You can catch He Say
She Say LIVE with On
The Beat St. Pete at
Rush Hour Restaurant
and Lounge every 2nd
and 4th Friday starting at
7 p.m. Have a He Say
She Say question? Send
us an email to get your
question answered: onthebeatsp@gmail.com

St. Pete’s priorities
Dear Editor:
Over the past few
months, the current
mayor and his administration have made it very
clear where their priorities lie: Building a $2.8
million sculpture on Spa
Beach and robbing future generations from
the use of our waterfront
parks.
Don’t get me wrong; I
love art, especially local
art. St. Petersburg has
become a premier destination in the Southeast
United States for murals
and museums. However,
this is the wrong spot
and the wrong time for
this particular piece.
Almost $3 million on
out-of-town artwork is a
risky expenditure when
you have local artists
with work twice as nice,
for half the price. I’ve
been to several pier project meetings and heard
both sides.
The Echelman sculpture poses to cost taxpayers approximately $1.3
million. However, the
cost of preserving the
natural beauty of our precious waterfront is
PRICELESS!
Imagine for a moment, if we had elected
officials leading the
charge to raise public
money from private
donors to help with the
rehabilitation of 206 units
in the Jordan Park historic housing village.
The deteriorating living conditions plaguing

Jordan Park have gone
virtually ignored by one
of the largest municipalities and largest local
newspapers in the state.
Maybe
greater
awareness to that situation is where the city’s
priorities should lie.
Voting “Yes” for this
project would be a blatant abuse of power and
a slap in the face to the
residents of the Jordan
Park Senior Housing Village and the entire homeless population in St.
Pete.
If the mayor can raise
$1.5 million in private donations to fund a downtown “pet project,” then
surely we can raise funds
necessary to revitalize
the Skyway shopping
plaza and rehab Jordan
Park. Surely we can find
the funds needed to fix
our aging sewage and lateral pipelines, so taxpayers don’t have to come
out-of-pocket. And yes,
surely we can invest in
closing the socioeconomic gap that has separated our city for far too
long.
If we sit back and do
nothing, we give a governing body of eight the
power to change the
landscape of our waterfront and parks for years
to come by voting to
change the parks land
use from passive to active.
We need to stand-up
and demand the taxpayer
funds be used for financ-

ing projects that will
spread wealth through
the city and circulate dollars back into the local
economy. I urge each
and every concerned citizen to get engaged and
get excited about taking
a stand!
Please join us in solidarity at the next city
council
meeting
this Thursday, July 19 at
3 p.m.
Respectfully,
Corey Givens Jr.,
President of The Poor
People’s Campaign – St.
Pete.
“Founded in 1969 by
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, The Poor People’s
Campaign works to unite
tens of thousands of people in cities across the
country to challenge systemic racism, poverty,
economic inequalities
and ecological devastation. The group meets
@
1
p.m.
every
second Saturday at the
St. Pete South Community Library, 2300 Roy
Hanna Dr. South.
Corey Givens, Jr.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Prayer Done the Right Way – Part 5
Prayer Done the
Right Way – Part 5
Praise the Lord
saints.
Paul says in Eph.6:18
praying always with all
prayer and supplications
in the Spirit. “ We are to
consistently have an attitude of prayer for anything that happens even
if we know we have the
ability to correct or fix
something. Now this
kind of attitude breads
humility and is a hard
thing to discipline ourselves to. But it is necessary so that we train
ourselves to be God dependent.
Col 1:9-10 For this
reason we also, since the
day we heard it, do not
cease to pray for you,
and to ask that you may
be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom
and
spiritual
understanding; that you
may have a walk worthy
of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
It would be good to
pray this for we are to
walk correctly thereby
having the confidence
that God hears us and
will answer. Because we
have the understanding
of his will. Paul’s prayer
is for a knowledge which
leads to godly living in
accordance with wisdom
and the Spirit, rather
than the theoretical
knowledge of the false
teachers. True knowledge leads to wisdom for
living .Paul is asking for
this in their walk in contrast to the effects of the
false teachers’ “wisdom”
they were exposed to.
God’s people have always been destroyed by
a lack of knowledge
Phil.4:6 “do not be
anxious about anything
but in everything by
prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let
your requests be made
known to God.” To wait
with patience is very dif-

ferent from commanding
God for what you think
you may want.
We
should not expect that
every prayer will be answered the way we
would like. Elizabeth in
Lk.1 was righteous yet
her prayers were not immediately answered. It
wasn’t until she was very
old that God granted her
and her husband their
request - the answer a
miracle in their lives with
John the Baptist as the
herald for the messiah. It
was God’s perfect timing.
Paul asked in 2
Cor.12:8-9 about the
thorn in his flesh. The
Lord responded by saying to him that his grace
is sufficient. God’s purpose was not to deliver
Paul from his immediate
uncomfortable position
but he had a greater purpose. Paul’ suffering became his pulpit with
power, for when he was
weak God was strong
through him.
If we look at Heb.11
the great men of faith
they became outcasts at
certain times of their
lives or most of them.
Hebrews 11 mentions all
these faithful ones Abraham, Moses Samson etc.
the writer also states
Heb 11:36-12:1 “Still others had trial of mockings
and scourgings, yes, and
of chains and imprisonment.
They were
stoned, they were sawn
in two, were tempted,
were slain with the
sword. They wandered
about in sheepskins and
goatskins, being destitute,
afflicted,
tormented— of whom the
world was not worthy.
They
wandered
in
deserts and mountains,
in dens and caves of the
earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did
not receive the promise,
God having provided
something better for us,
that they should not be
made perfect apart from

us.”
E.M.Bounds wrote,
Obedience helps faith,
and faith, in turn, helps
obedience. To do God’s
will is essential to true
faith, and faith is necessary to implicit obedience. Yet faith is called
upon, and that right
often to wait in patience
before
God, and is prepared
for God’s seeming delays
in answering prayer.
Faith does not grow disheartened
because
prayer is not immediately honored; it takes
God at His Word, and
lets Him take what time
He chooses in fulfilling
His purposes, and in carrying on His work.
There is bound to be
much delay and long
days of waiting for true
faith, but faith accepts
the conditions — knows
there will be delays in answering prayer, and regards such delays as
times of testing, in the
which, it is privileged to
show its mettle, and the
stern stuff of which it is
made.
1 Pet 1:6-7 “In this
you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little
while, if need be, you
have been grieved by
various trials, that the
genuineness of your
faith, being much more
precious than gold that
perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be
found to praise, honor,
and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” We
are married to Christ
and His love will see us
through the worst of
times in our pilgrimage
on earth. He never told
us to pray to be delivered
out of the trials but that
we should be strengthened through them. This
is for our own benefit. If
we were to be delivered
out of every trial we
would be weak in spirit.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L.
Harrison
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Fighting for equality on all fronts

I AM:
Parker Watson
By Gwendolyn Reese
Parker Watson was
lynched at the hands of a
group of armed men
wearing masks after
being taken from three
police officers on the
evening of May 9, 1926.
The officers were taking
him to Clearwater, the
site of the county jail.
His body was found
along an isolated road on
Monday morning. He had
been shot and some acid
or chemical poured on his
face. According to the article, “Historical Lynchings: The Disgraceful
Evil,” Watson had committed nine robberies.
Unlike the lynching of John Evans in
1914 when public officials and “upstanding” citizens were members of the lynch
mob and were said to have planned it
the night before, the Watson lynching
brought outcries from a number of people including St. Petersburg ministers.
Herman Dann, president of the state
chamber, asked Governor John Martin
to conduct a thorough investigation saying, “the fair name of the state was at
stake and that the blot must be wiped
out.”
The sheriff vowed to conduct a thorough investigation of his officers and
the St. Petersburg Police Department to
determine if either agency had been involved. During a special session, the
county commission condemned the
lynching in a resolution and offered a
reward of $1,000 for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of the guilty
parties.
An article in the Ft. Myers Press reported that St. Petersburg Mayor C. M.
Blanc asked the governor for aid in the
investigation. This article also alleged
that Watson was being “held on a
charge of attacking white women to
steal their purses.”
It was reported in the May 15, 1926,
edition of the St. Petersburg Times that
Judge Freeman P. Lane was dissatisfied
with the report submitted by a grand
jury to the circuit court after investigating the Watson lynching. The judge ordered the grand jury held over to
continue the probe into the lynching
based on the uncovering of clues regarding the perpetrators. The judge reminded the grand jury of the negative
impact lynchings would have, especially
with the tourist industry.
The article includes an allegation
made by H. B. Smith, chief of detectives
with the St. Petersburg police force. He
later retracted the allegation saying that
“he was only joking.” The allegation was
concerning the origin of a white scar on
the face of Watson believed to be the result of torture using carbolic acid.
Smith claimed the scar was caused
by the Negro undertakers while removing facial hairs using a chemical preparation. The undertakers, however, were
adamant in asserting, “The white scar
was on the face before the body was
taken from the spot where he was
found.”
The Orlando Sentinel stated: “Rarely

has this city been so
stirred as it has over the
death of the negro [sic],
whose body was found
with five bullet holes in it,
and what appeared to be
acid stains on his face.”
The Sentinel article
also stated that “there is a
theory that some persons,
believing the negro [sic] to
know the location of a
large amount of stolen
goods, took him and applied acid to his face in
order to get him to reveal
the hiding place, and when
this failed, killed him.”
The article went on to
say that there was no explanation why
he was handcuffed when taken from the
officers but there were no handcuffs on
him when he was found. He was said to
have a silver dollar clutched tightly in
one hand when found and there were
several coins scattered around him.
The perpetrators were never identified or prosecuted.
The practice of lynching originated
on the American frontier in the 18th
century. Colonel Charles Lynch first
employed the dispensation of “private
justice” against horse thieves and common criminals in western Virginia.
Lynching continued well into the 20th
century as a way of controlling blacks,
immigrants and even political radicals.
According to the NAACP, between
1900 and 1930, Florida had the “highest
ratio of lynchings to minority populations” of any state in the country and
Tampa had the largest number of any
Florida city or county during the same
period.
Two hundred-fifty lynchings occurred in Florida from March 1882 to
April 1930. Of that number, 18 were
white, seven were listed as unknown
and 225 were black. Five were black females; six genders unknown and 239
were black men.
Senator Darryl Rouson and the
African American Heritage Association
of St. Petersburg, FL, Inc. are heading
a coalition of community organizations
to bring Pinellas County’s lynching
monument home.
The Lynching Marker Project is
part of the Equal Justice Initiative’s effort to recognize the victims of lynching,
acknowledge the horrors of racial terror lynchings and help cities to confront
and recover by acknowledging, discussing and addressing this tragic history.
If you are interested in being involved in the Lynching Marker Project
or would like more information, call
(727) 537-0449.
Sources:
St. Petersburg Times, May 12, 14 and
22 1926 editions.
Ft. Myers Press, May 21, 1926.
Tampa Bay History 06/02, University of South Florida, College of Social
and Behavioral Sciences, Dept. of History.
Orlando Sentinel, May 11, 1926
Historical Lynchings: The Disgraceful
Evil, This Cruel War

BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Nadine Smith represents
different communities—all
of them exploited through
history. She’s black, a
woman and a lesbian. She
advocates for those that
are in constant battle for
their rights and continues
to fight against discrimination.
Smith is the co-founder
and CEO of Equality
Florida. As the largest civil
rights organization dedicated to securing full
equality for Florida’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and
queer
(LGBTQ) communities,
Equality Florida consists of
two organization—Equality Florida Institute, Inc., a
501(c)(3)
educational
charity, and Equality
Florida Action, Inc., a
501(c)(4) advocacy organization.
Through education,
grassroots
organizing,
coalition building and lobbying, they aim to change
Florida so that no one suffers harassment or discrimination on the basis of
their sexual orientation or
gender identity.
As a former award-winning journalist based in
Tampa, Smith covered politics and law enforcement.
In her reporting, she questioned society and drew
conclusions. She then decided to pose solutions,
rather than just reporting
on the issues.
With her growing involvement with LGBTQ
rights, she began to write
press
releases
and
speeches for organizations
that represented those
communities. One day,
when a speaker didn’t
show up for an address,
she gave an impromptu
speech. The next day,
newspapers referred to
her as an activist. She embraced the term.
For Smith, many challenges for African-American LGBTQ groups are

Nadine Smith, co-founder of Equality Florida,
the largest civil rights organization
dedicated to securing full equality for
Florida’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and queer (LGBTQ) communities.
present in their own communities. Where racism,
homophobia and sexism
rage on in the day to day
world, many black LGBTQ
folks must also contend
with family and spiritual
alienation.
Many have no family
or religious support, and
as a consequence isolation
grows and overtakes their
wellbeing.
“It’s not accurate to describe the [black] community as homophobic. Even
though black ministers are
often the faces put forward
by the anti-LGBTQ movements,” said Smith, who
grew up in a conservative
southern neighborhood.
Despite obstacles, she
feels that the LGBTQ community has had strong allies
in
the
black
community. Smith is also
pleased that more people
of color and LGBTQ
groups embrace their full
identities, despite the
threat of alienation from
their family or community
violence.
“For me, being out has
been freedom. When
you’re not out, they [family] don’t know you. They
know the pretense. My
family knows me,” Smith
said.
After coming out to her
family, Smith too underwent family isolation. Her
father didn’t accept her
being a lesbian, and their
relationship grew cold.
They didn’t speak to each
other for several years

until she began advocating
for marriage equality.
When she got married to
her wife, Andrea, he
walked her down the aisle.
Going forward
According to Smith,
the good news is that conversations about sexuality
and gender are happening
more often. She thinks that
the black community has
traveled forward and is
more open to issues such
as marriage equality and
family support.
She feels that African
Americans need to set
aside whatever religious
and personally beliefs they
differ on and tackle discrimination
together.
Whether it is a homosexual or heterosexual person, they both are facing
racism.
“We have more allies in
the black community, not
just politicians. The Black
Lives Matter [movement]
is led in large part by black
LGBTQ voices in delivering the message that if you
are not for black LGBTQ
lives, you’re not dealing
with Black Lives Matter,”
Smith said, adding that
black people in the LGBT
community are very politically minded.
A Panama City native,
Smith and her wife live in
St. Pete with their son
Logan.
This story is part of a
50-article series honoring
black women in the Tampa
Bay area.

Pinellas County Schools online
Back-to-School Guide now online
Pinellas County Schools’ Back-to-School webpage
features information about registration, immunizations,
transportation, health clinics, school schedules,
open house events, breakfast and lunch programs
and family engagement. The guide is highlighted
on the home page of the school
district’s website and is accessible
at www.pcsb.org/backtoschool.

Upcoming voter education & registration events and candidate forums
PINELLAS COUNTY —The Voter Outreach Department of Pinellas has currently scheduled the following voter registration and outreach events
throughout Pinellas County. Dates of events and Candidate Forums noted in bold.
If you’re interested in requesting a speaker for your
organization, please contact the Communications Department at (727) 464-4988 or email election@votepinellas.com. Please provide the preferred date, topic,
location, audience and contact information.
Subject to change without notice, the following community voter registration events and/or voting system
demonstrations are scheduled:
July 19, 2018
Ridgecrest Community Center - Neighborly Care
Network
2253 119th St. N, Largo
10:30 am-12 p.m.
July 22, 2018
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
3200 North McMullen Booth Rd, Clearwater
8-11:30 a.m.
July 24, 2018
Pinellas County School Board Candidate
Forum
St. Petersburg College - Clearwater Campus
(ES 104)
2465 Drew St., Clearwater
6-8 p.m.

July 25, 2018
Judicial Candidate Forum
St. Petersburg College - Clearwater Campus
(ES 104)
2465 Drew St., Clearwater
6-8:15 p.m.
July 27, 2018
Sunshine Center - Neighborly Care Network
330 5th St. N, St. Petersburg
10:30 am-12 p.m.
July 28, 2018
Campbell Park Community Blocked Party
601 12th St. S, St. Petersburg
11-2 p.m.
July 30, 2018
Pinellas County School Board Candidate
Forum
St. Petersburg College - Gibbs Campus
(Music Center)
6605 5th Ave. N, St. Petersburg
6-8 p.m.
July 31, 2018
Food Services Workshop
North Greenwood Recreation & Aquatic Complex
900 Martin Luther King Blvd N, Clearwater
6-8:00 p.m.

August 2, 2018
Pinellas County School Board Candidates
Forum
St. Petersburg College
Digitorium
Seminole Campus
9200 113th St. N, Seminole
6-8 p.m.
September 17, 2018
General Election Forum
Palm Harbor Library
2330 Nebraska Ave., Palm Harbor
7 p.m.
For more information visit votepinellas.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Louis Murphy, Jr. continues to give back
BY JONATHAN MYERS
Student Reporter

ST. PETERSBURG –
Lakewood High School and
University of Florida alumnus Louis Murphy, Jr.—who
currently plays for San Francisco 49ers—kicked off his
annual 1st Down 4 Life™
charity weekend last week.
Starting with a youth empowerment summit and
charity celebrity basketball
game on Friday, and rounding out the weekend with
the 11th annual football and
cheerleading camp on Saturday, St. Pete youths were
treated to two days of fun
and encouragement.
Held at St. Petersburg
College Allstate campus, the
youth summit featured NBA
player Marreese Speights
from the Orlando Magic,
Anjali “Queen B” McGuire
from 95.7 The Beat and
many more. Panelist gave
advice and strategies on
how to be successful, while
Murphy, Jr. told the youth in
attendance that playing
sports is not everything. He
stressed academics and setting obtainable goals.

Later that evening, the
charity celebrity basketball
game got off to a rousing
start at Gibbs High School.
Former and current professional athletes such as former Tampa Bay Buccaneer
Vincent Jackson, Green Bay
Packers rookie Marquez
Valdes-Scantling
and
WNBA player Bernice
Mosby took to the court.
This very intense game
went into quadruple overtime. The game-winning
shot was made by Kapri
Bibbs, running back for the
Washington Redskins. The
final score was 89-86.
Saturday
morning’s
event is what every 8-18year-old football and cheerleader hopeful have been
looking forward to all year.
The 2018 football and cheerleading camp featured professional
cheerleaders,
Chicago Bears wide receiver Josh Bellamy, Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker
Keith Kelsey and a host of
other NFL greats.
They took their time
teaching the youth position
drills and techniques to take
with them and improve their

game. At the end of the
camp, players and coaches
gave advice on the league,
how education comes first
and stressed staying focus
in school.
“Your feet cannot take
you where your mind has
never been,” finished
Murphy Jr.
Proceeds from the charity game went to provide college scholarships, and to a
special project in the works.
About 1st Downs 4
Life™
While longing for someone who had “made it” to
come back and give advice,
Louis Murphy Jr., watched
his mother, the late Filomena Murphy, consistently
serve the community and
generously show love to the
youth. He vowed to God, his
mother, who passed away of
breast cancer, and himself
that when he did make it, he
would come back and lend a
helping hand. 1st Downs 4
Life™ is all about making
sure the next generation has
some tangible example and
valuable instruction to help
them get to the next level in
their lives.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2nd annual African Nation Family
Reunion Block Party
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –Black
Power 96 FM hosted their
second annual African Nation
Family Reunion Block Party
on a wet July 4 to celebrate
and unify south St. Petersburg’s African American community.
Station manager Diakiesse Lungiasani described
the event as an “alternative
for Africans in south St. Petersburg to focus on issues
significant to them as they
still struggle to define their

purpose in America.”
Founder of the Uhuru
Movement, Chairman Omali
Yeshitela commented that as
Africans were chained and
brought to America “there is
no specific point or place during the middle passage that
they
magically
become
African American.”
His speech to a standingroom-only crowd punctuated
the necessity of African people to holistically support
their communities and their
businesses while critically
monitoring and correcting

the education of African children in American.
Communities United for
Reparations and Economic
Development (CURED) organizers Akile Anai and Jesse
Nevel closed out the celebration by letting everyone know
that their fight for “reparations and economic development” will continue.
About Black Power 96
FM
This
commercial-free
community radio station was
established to serve the interests of St. Petersburg’s black

community, not the far away
big corporate interests of
commercial radio. It provides
free training in professional
broadcasting and access to
the radio airwaves for our
local talent, organizations and
businesses. Regular on-air
giveaways of concert tickets
and grocery cards are providing much-appreciated resources to south St. Pete.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Visionary
Brief

SPEAKERS WHO INSPIRE

THE COLOR OF LAW

by Keisha Bell, Esq.

A FORGOTTEN HISTORY OF HOW OUR
GOVERNMENT SEGREGATED AMERICA

She seeks to uplift talent
A common question asked to children is, “What do you want to become
when you grow up?” The seed of envisioning one’s power in creating her future is planted early in life, if she is
lucky.
Oftentimes what fails to follow this
question is a draft of how to make her
goals attainable. Many times, she is expected to figure it out. While doing so,
she searches until her dreams of “what
do you want to become” becomes “I
am.”
What other seeds, however, grow
near? How do they affect her harvest?
Were you encouraged to dream the
impossible dream and then supported
in obtaining its possibility?
Did you feel free to evolve into your
best self, or did the pressure of remaining confined stifle you?
In the garden of life where seeds
are routinely planted, she learns to encourage others along the way. When,
though, is she encouraged to identify
talent to help in the midst of securing
her success? Should she make this a
priority? Should you?
Meet Bessie Regina Norris, more
famously known as Betty Wright.
Wright is a singer and songwriter who
made history by becoming the first
black female artist to score a gold
album on her own label. She accomplished this in 1988 with her 1987
album entitled “Mother Wit.” Wright
was born on December 21, 1953.
Many know Wright for her hits “No
Pain, No Gain,” “After the Pain,”
“Clean Up Woman” and “Tonight is the
Night.” Fewer know that in addition to
paving her own way, Wright proactively discovered new talent.
Although she began her professional career at the age of two, she
signed her first record deal in 1966 at
12. Just as someone discovered her,
she wasted no time giving others their
big breaks.

RICHARD ROTHSTEIN
TUESDAY, JULY 24, 2018
11:30 AM  12:30 PM
LUNCH & BOOK SIGNING
12:30  2:30 PM
LECTURE & DISCUSSION
Mahaffey Theater
400 1st St. SE,
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | RSVP REQUIRED 727.865.4650

COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH PROVIDED
At 13, Wright was responsible for
discovering local talents. Then, she
helped soul and disco singers George
and Gwen McCrae sign with the Alston Records label. (Note: George and
Gwen McCrae are best known for
singing the 1975 hit entitled “Rockin’
Chair”)
Imagine that, a world where children committed to the idea of pursuing
their goals while at the same time identifying talent and helping others
achieve theirs. No longer would she
believe that she would need to devalue
her own pursuits in order to assist another.
Wright understood this as a child.
As a result, her imprint in music surpasses her songs.
Just like others, Wright’s career
had its ups and down. What we know
for sure, however, is that she sought to
uplift talent. Do you?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Please join us for the latest Speakers Who Inspire series.
Mr. Rothstein is a Distinguished Fellow of the Economic Policy
Institute, and a Senior Fellow (emeritus) at the Thurgood Marshall
Institute of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.
In his recent book, The Color of Law, he reveals how federal,
state and local governments systematically imposed residential
segregation on metropolitan areas nationwide.
Through the Speakers Who Inspire series, the Foundation hopes
to inspire, inform and motivate action toward a healthier and more
equitable Pinellas County.

healthystpete.foundation | 727.865.4650

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County
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Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

REBATES
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$100
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Experienced certified caregiver
will take excellent care of
your sick/elderly loved ones.
All genders welcome.
Over 20 years experience.
Will do live in.
Please call (754) 207 9822
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NAACP & League of Women Voters School Board candidate forum
From REPRESENT, front page

two school resource officers and two campus
monitors.
“Their job is to protect
our students and with the
use of cameras and lockdown techniques, it
should work.”
Lorena Grizzle –
Wants current plan to be
put in place as well as a
single point of entry in
schools and resource officers in every school.
“We don’t have a good
plan in place for kids who
are out in the bathrooms,
so we need to put that
plan in place.”
Dr. Matthew Stewart – Wants the current
plan that legislators are
putting in place, and security cameras, ID badges,
single points of access
and classrooms to lock
from the inside.
“I think the number
one thing that parents
want is for their child to
come home safe at the
end of every day.”
District 7 Question
How will you ensure
that a teacher, principal,
administrator or district
staff is investigated properly for any foul acts to students and their families
such as retaliation?
Tharius Bethel —
Wants teachers, parents
and administrators to
communicate better, and
if a problem occurs, address it from top up.
“We have to have a
good foundation between
teachers and the parents.”
Rene Flowers —
Agrees with current
process of referrals being
made by student or
teacher to the Office of
Professional Standards.
“There has to be an investigation that should be
a fully complete investigation because there are always two sides to a story,
and the truth fits somewhere in the middle.”
Dr. Bilan Joseph —
Wants to continue to follow the policies put in
place currently and wants
to establish a culture
where teachers, support
staff and students feel
safe to actually voice their
opinions and not feel like
they are going to be penalized.
“That’s something that
should be established in
the school culture.”
Nick
Wright
—
Wants the district to open
the
communication

process so that everyone
is aware of the steps that
are involved or that are required.
“The system does currently have a process in
place.”
Grizzle (wildcard) –
Wants a climate survey
from teachers, students
and parents to see where
trouble spots are, and
open lines of communication.
“I can’t tell you how
many parents have moved
from a school because
they can’t communicate
with the principal properly. The process needs to
be streamlined. “
District 6 Question
What additional steps
would you take to ensure
that all students have
equal access to a high quality education? Example,
algebra honors students
have textbooks while regular algebra students learn
from online applications.
Grizzle – Wants to use
co-teaching models to
help students get what
they need and make sure
students have textbooks
even when the district
doesn’t want to buy more
because textbooks will be
out of adoption.
“We have to have a
system in place,” she said.
“We need to make sure
we have stuff in place for
the kids.”
Stewart - Wants to
bridge the gap between
black and white students,
and prioritize making
these issues public and
communicate with the
community how to deal
with them.
“You hear about the
lack of books and the lack
of resources in our community, these are the effects.”
Dudley – Wants
money to be spent wisely
and allocated to the areas
of need.
“If you want to have
books for all the kids, you
gotta stop wasting money
elsewhere.”
Joseph (wildcard) —
Wants students in traditional schools to receive
the same education and
resources as fundamental
and magnet schools. She
likes the idea of preparing
students in technology
and the advocates the use
of laptops and the “ditch
the textbook” programs.
“We have to think
smart. We have to be

open to innovative ideas
that are going to prepare
students today for the
global economy that they
are going to have to face
very soon.”
Lightning Round
Do you think teachers
in challenging situations
are provided enough support from the district?
All candidates said
“No.”
District 7 Question
How specifically do you
change the educational
landscape in St. Petersburg
schools to be fair and equitable to all students?
Flowers – Wants fundamental, magnet and
technical trade programs
to accommodate students
in North County, MidCounty and South County.
Also wants to see handson activities and movement in classrooms to
accommodate learners on
different levels.
“Pinellas
County
Schools is moving towards making sure that
all schools have that attractor, so that students
that learn from different
ways have an opportunity
to do so.”
Joseph – Wants more
resources and funding for
staff to eliminate overcrowding of classrooms
and classrooms filled with
students who have varying learning abilities but
only one teacher.
“There’s only so much
you can do, so either give
them a co-teacher or
make the class sizes
smaller.”
Wright – Wants educational resources equitably distributed across
the county and wants experienced teachers in
south county schools.
“They are bringing
brand new teachers in
our problem schools and
expecting those teachers
to turn those schools
around.”
Bethel – Wants the
county to look at the classification of students in
certain schools, along
with giving proper equipment for students to learn
from.
“We have a lot of students who don’t belong in
certain schools, whether
its magnet or fundamental or regular schools.”
Dudley (wildcard) —
Wants all schools to be
fundamental in nature; he
feels students are leaving

traditional schools for
magnet and fundamental
anyway.
“There’s no reason
why we shouldn’t have
the attendance policies,
we shouldn’t have the
parental involvement and
the resources that the fundamental schools have.”
Grizzle (wildcard) –
Wants to make the zoned
schools
community
schools so they can provide families with flexible
hours and resources such
as wrap around services,
aftercare
and
night
classes.
“Many of these things
will work; we just have to
make the school better.”
District 6 Question
What actions should be
taken with teachers, staff
or administrators that
have been found to have violated the rules set forth in
the student code of conduct?
Dudley – Believes
every teacher should be
held as accountable as the
students are. If there is a
violation of the code of
conduct in any school,
whether it is the students,
teachers, staff or administrators, they should be
dealt with properly.
“We can’t sweep
things under the doormat
and assume it’s going to
go away because it usually comes back to bite
you.”
Grizzle – Believes
everyone should be held
accountable, and wants a
climate survey.
“If we can identify
some of the problems, it
will lead to bigger and
deeper things.” Everyone
should be held accountable.

Stewart – Wants
teachers, administrators
and staff in leadership positions to model behavior
expected of their students. Believes in fair and
equitable investigations.
“I think that the punishment, if you violate…
needs to look like what it
is in relationship to the
student code of conduct.
There are minor issues
and more severe issues.”
District 7 Question
What are your thoughts
on the progress and implementation of restorative
practice in Pinellas County
Schools?
Joseph – Is a fan of
restorative
practice,
restorative justice. Wants
alternatives to discipline
and dealing with discipline. Wants a pilot program in schools to see
how it works before
rolling it out to other
schools.
“I think being on the
preventative end should
be our focus as opposed
to always responding.”
Wright — Wants
teachers to set up restorative practices in their
classrooms
and
the
schools. Wants the district to give teachers incentives to buy into the
process and receive adequate training.
“It’s a great program.
It can work in Pinellas
given the right leverage.”
Bethel – Wants to
look at other programs
outside of our county and
adopt one that’s working.
Wants to train the teachers and make sure they
are implementing it inside
their classroom.
“Restorative justice
has been around for many

years and I don’t think it’s
ever been to the point
where we can honestly
say that it’s working and
making a difference.”
Flowers – Informed
that training leadership
and administration on
making sure that they
could at least understand
what restorative justice is.
“This summer, all
teachers, all staff will receive training as it relates
to restorative justice/
restorative practices.”
Lightning Round
Will you ensure that
teachers, administrators,
and staff are disciplined
properly?
All candidates said
“Yes.”
District 6 Question
What would you do to
promote family engagement in Pinellas County
Schools?
Stewart – Wants a
three-legged
school
where school, community
and parents are all involved. Wants schools to
go out in community
where parents are gathered.
“Whether that’s at
houses,
in
schools,
churches or ball fields, we
have to be out there.”
Dudley – Wants to get
parents engaged early on
in elementary school.
Wants flexible times for
parent/teacher conferences and more access
for parents in secondary
schools.
“We need to continue
to allow parents the flexibility of contacting teachers and administrators,
making all that stuff readily available.”
Grizzle – Wants community schools and work

ELEVATING EXCELLENCE PROGRAM
KICKS OFF WITH SUMMER SEMINARS
Elevating Excellence is aimed at helping high-achieving students and
their families navigate a personalized path to college success. This summer,
students have the opportunity to take part in a three-day workshop that will
introduce them to Elevating Excellence, which provides ongoing, individualized
support throughout high school. Seminars will take place at Clearwater,
Dixie Hollins, Gibbs and Palm Harbor University high schools.
Elevating Excellence scholars from across the district came together
to build friendships, develop skills and gain exposure to the college-planning
process. Scholars engaged in collaborative experiences to build their
college-preparation portfolio, learn about financing their post-secondary
experience and receive personalized supports from staff. Supports included
data analysis, transcript reviews and course-progression options. All scholars
had the opportunity to participate in panel discussions with recent
PCS graduates and college admission officers. The next Summer Seminar
will take place July 24-26. More information is available at www.pcsb.org/ee.
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with parents to get the
services they need. She
wants to get corporate
sponsorships to fund the
$50 fingerprinting fee imposed on parents wishing
to volunteer.
“If you notice, we don’t
have volunteers in the
school anymore.”
Wright (wildcard) –
Wants school board meetings to be spread
throughout county so parents can attend. Wants a
working phone number
for all parents, teachers
and staff to be available to
meet with parents whenever and however they
want to meet.
Bethel (wildcard) –
Wants to implement parent expectations at the
start of the school year.
“We have to bug the
parents,” he said. “It’s not
just your student coming
to school; you need to
come to school with
them—mentally
and
physically—not just when
something happens.”
Flowers (wildcard) –
Shared she implemented
the process for the school
board to move two meetings into the community
and have meeting in the
evening so parents can attend. Also, strongly feels
schools
throughout
county have volunteers
and mentors.
“How about asking the
parents what they want?
Not just requiring or demanding that they come
to school for a PTA meeting. There are a variety of
ways you can have interaction with the parent.”
District 7 Question
Many teachers work
closely with paraprofessionals. How will you work to

recruit and retain high
quality paraprofessionals?
Wright – Wants to
make it easier for paraprofessionals to get engaged
in the system and give
then whatever resources
they need. Also to provide
professional mentors with
them so they can become
acclimated to the school.
Joseph – Wants a system in place making it
easier for people to become paraprofessionals,
but also giving them pay
that makes sense.
“A lot of our support
staff are not paid a living
wage and they work well
beyond their duty. They
wear several hats, but are
not compensated for what
they do.”
Flowers – Wants the
paraprofessional to be
matched up properly with
the teacher to make sure
the relationship works,
and for paraprofessionals
to be utilized properly.
Bethel – Wants to get
educators excited about
education and to aim to
understand what is happening
in
schools
throughout the county.
“No one wants to take
a job where before you’re
even at work you’re already stressed out.”
Stewart (wildcard) –
Wants higher wages for
paraprofessionals so they
can provide for their families, and to implement a
program for those wanting to advance.
“We can begin to develop those individuals
who have a strong desire
to move forward in our
schools to become teachers.”
District 6 Question
How will you help to

close the achievement gap
between minority and
white students?
Dudley – Wants the
plan already in place to
continue.
“As long as we continue to work in a positive
manner, we should continue.”
Grizzle – Wants more
co-teaching in schools,
but wants to find better
ways to provide time and
instruction needed for
struggling students who
have fallen behind.
“I’ve had students in
my classroom in the
morning, during lunch,
during my planning period; they are all trying to
catch up.”
Stewart – Wants graduation rates and the
Bridging the Gap plan to
be back in the forefront of
conversation. Shared statistics that indicate black
students have a 17 percent gap in graduation
rate compared to white
students.
“We need to implement culturally responsive teaching in our
classrooms.”
Joseph (wildcard) –
Wants honesty in assessing where schools are.
There are too many students not reading at grade
level, yet students still are
passing classes. Wants to
focus on basics.
“They are passing the
classes and being moved
onto the next grade. So
they are always at this
place of trying to play
catch up.”
Flowers (wildcard) –
Wants to make sure that
Tallahassee does away
with the testing component piece, and to stop

raising the bar when students meet or exceed it.
“We are putting so
much pressure on the students and so much pressure on the teachers to
make sure that they pass
because of that letter
grade.”
Lightning Round
Are you aware that
teachers improperly use
grading tools as a way to
bully students or retaliate
against students and their
parents?
Bethel – “Yes”
Flowers – “Yes”
Joseph – “Yes”
Wright – “No”
Stewart – “Yes”
Grizzle – “Yes”
Dudley – “No”
District 7 Question
Given the state emphasis on high stakes testing,
what action will you take
to ensure all students in all
schools have equitable access to performing in visual arts courses?
Bethel – A big fan of
the arts programs, and
doesn’t want testing to
limit children.
“If we focus only on
core classes and take
away those visual arts
classes, we are limiting
our kid’s imagination.”
Flowers – Supports
performing arts program,
and advocates and sponsors fundraisers to support the arts in local
schools. Believes it helps
to teach math and creativity.
“It allows students to
have an area that they are
interested in to help keep
them focused on their education.”
Joseph – Supports
performing arts. Believes
students find ways to express themselves and connect with the teacher.
“Students are getting
the motivation, mentorship and guidance that
they need in order to be
motivated enough to do
those core classes so they
can be successful.”
Wright – Supports
performing arts. Believes
in research showing that
visual and performing
arts are important components.
“I support anybody
who would sustain and
improve funding for the
arts programs in our
schools.”
District 6 Question
How would you ensure
that teachers do not retali-

ate for students who stand
up for themselves?
Grizzle – Hasn’t seen
that happening in schools
in her experience, and believes the majority of
teachers love students.
“But I think that teachers who do that shouldn’t
be teachers anymore,
they should be gone.”
Stewart — Is concerned what is happening
in community where this
question keeps coming
up. He wants community
conversations to get to
the root of the problem.
“What conversations
are we afraid to have in
our community right
now,” he asked. “I wish in
our community that we
were brave enough to ask
the question and get together as a community
and talk about the lack of
trust.”
Dudley — Wants
teachers to teach diversity
and help children understand the hurtful feelings
that can come as a result
of name calling.
“I don’t think it’s running rampant. If anyone is
doing that they should be
disciplined.”
District 7 Question
Do you believe that
school violence, specifically
fighting, is underreported
by administrators since it
can negatively affect school
grades? If so, what would
you do to address it?
Bethel — Yes.
“If you see something
happening you need to
say something. I don’t
care who it is.”
Flowers – No. She
feels there is no reason
for schools not to report
them, and wants positive
behavior processes and
social workers implemented
in
problem
schools.
“I would not agree that
they are underreported
because between social
media and actually being
out on campus, we’ve had
an opportunity to visualize it.”
Joseph – Yes.
“I think that there are
a lot of things that happen
in schools that people
who are making decisions
for us are not aware of.”
Wright – No. Does not
believe fights are underreported on purpose.
“Any fight that happens on campus, there is
a safety risk.”
Lightning Round

Do you support the privatization of public education?
All candidates said
“No.”
Extra Question
What policy would you
put in place to help parents
navigate the choice system?
Dudley – Wants to
give parents the opportunity to go to schools and
ask questions about it.
“I think we are doing a
pretty good job of it, but
we need to allow parents
to come in and ask questions.”
Grizzle – Wants to
start early on with parents
being able to make the
choices they want to
make with an information
expo.
“We could show on
our website how programs work.”
Stewart – Wants
mandatory videos to provide basic overview. Provide choice navigators in
our schools so parents
have one-on-one contact.
Bethel – Wants a contact in the schools for parents and caregivers.
Flowers – Said there
are two or three opportunities where the community is invited to get
information. Wants additional times throughout
year and in the summertime.
Joseph — Wants opportunity for parents to attend schools and see if
their student is a good fit
for programs. Have people in the community who
can communicate to parents.
Wright – Wants Pinellas County Schools to
proactively advertise in
the newspaper.
***
Flowers – Current
District 7 Pinellas County
School Board member
Dudley – Spent 38
years as an education and
served two terms on city
council.
Bethel — Violence
prevention specialist
Stewart — Adjunct
professor at St. Petersburg College
Joseph – Educator at
Azalea Middle School
Grizzle – Educator in
Pinellas County Schools
Wright – Educator at
Lealman Innovation Academy

Does Pinellas County Schools have your up-to-date contact
information?
The school district needs accurate contact information to send parents information about:
• Emergencies or severe weather.
• School or district events.
• Special application opportunities.
To update your phone and email address:
1. Visit https://reservation.pcsb.org and log in with your parent username and password. If you do not have a parent ID or
forgot yours, you can get help at any public school. Make sure to present a valid photo ID.
2. Select the option: “Change Phone and Email Address Only”
3. Enter your child’s name and date of birth or student ID number, and update your phone number and email address.

Pinellas offers text message service to keep families informed
Pinellas County Schools will begin using text messages as an additional way to communicate with employees and families in the
2018-19 school year. The text messages will only be sent to communicate information related to emergencies.
Employees and parents/guardians of students in Pinellas County Schools can text “Y” or “Yes” to 67587 to begin receiving text
messages from the school district. Opting out is easy: send the message “Stop” to 67587 at any time. The mobile number used to opt
in must already be on file with the school district.
Only employees of Pinellas County Schools or a parents/guardians of a student in the school district can enroll in this service.
This opt-in campaign is being done in preparation for using text messages in the 2018-19 school year.
Learn more at www.pcsb.org/textmessages.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

Hazards of microwave cooking
Yes, microwave cooking is convenient, but
just how unhealthy is it?
I got rid of my microwave oven 18 years
ago after reading the
data on it. Hopefully, you
will get rid of your microwave after you read
this article!
Microwave cooking
was first introduced to
the world about 40 years
ago. Since then, we have
gained more knowledge
of the dangers it poses to
the user’s health. Not
only does it destroy all
the nutrients including
vitamins, minerals and
the enzymes that we
need to digest the food,
but it also produces cancer-causing toxins (poisons) in the food.
In a microwave oven,
food is heated by causing
a vibration of the water
contained inside the
food. All foods have
some degree of water
contained in it. The water
vibrates billions of times
per second, and this
turns into the steam that
heats your food.
The cooking actually
occurs where there is
water present; therefore,
what many people believed that the food is
heated from the inside
out is not particularly
true. Since not all areas
of foods contain the

same amount of water,
you get uneven cooking.
The inner layers of
thicker types of food are
cooked mostly by conduction heat from the
hot outer layers inward.
In addition, the heating
is done with a form of radiation. In other words,
your food is actually contaminated with body
damaging radiation.
Not only that, when
you microwave foods,
you are usually doing so
in a plastic container.
When that plastic container is heated, poisonous chemicals contained
in the plastic can leach
out into the food you are
heating in it.
These poisons or toxins are what we call hormone and endocrine
disruptors. A few of the
hormones we have in
our body are estrogen (a
female hormone), testosterone (a male hormone)
and T3, T4 and TSH (thyroid hormones). I am
only mentioning a few
for example sake as this
is such a large subject in
itself, and not within the
scope of this article.
The thyroid gland is
one of the glands in the
endocrine system. In
other words, these poisons from the plastics
may cause an unequal
balance of your hor-

mones or disrupt your
endocrine
system.
These disruptors are
also carcinogens (things
that cause cancer).
Now, in addition to
everything we have discussed so far, when
foods are cooked at very
high temperatures in
conventional ovens as
well as microwave ovens,
three
cancer-causing
chemicals or poisons are
formed in the food.
Those three chemicals
are heterocyclic amines
(HCAs), polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons
(PAHs) and advanced
glycation end products
(AGEs). If you want to
know more about these,
you can Google them. All
three of them are known
carcinogens.
This microwave radiation is not unlike the radiation emitted by our
cell phones and both are
lumped together under a
term called EMFs.
EMFs are liked to an increase in neuropsychiatric
conditions
including depression.
Some argue that microwave radiation is not
high enough to cause
thermal damage, as it
does not. However, it
does cause massive biological damage. The tissues damaged the most
by EMFs are the brain,

nerves, heart tissue,
testes and glands. Could
this be the reason for the
great increase in brain
cancers and tumors,
Alzheimer’s, heart arrhythmias,, anxiety, depression
and
male
infertility?
So, just to recap, we
now see how microwaving your food depletes
the nutritional value in it,
produces cancer causing
toxins or poisons in the
food and how it emits radiation just like our cell
phones do.
Symptoms of microwave (EMF) sickness
are insomnia, night
sweats and other sleep
disturbances, headaches
and dizziness, depression and irritability, vision and eye problems,
swollen lymph nodes and
a weakened immune system, impaired cognition,
nausea and loss of appetite, frequent urination
and extreme thirst.
There has been a 50
percent increase in stomach and colon cancers in
people under the age of
55. The most common
cancers listed in descending order for 2018
are breast, lung and
bronchus, colon and rectal cancer, melanoma of
the skin, bladder, nonHodgkin lymphoma, kidney and renal pelvis

cancer, endometrial cancer, leukemia, pancreatic, thyroid and liver
cancer.
The overall estimate
for 2018 is 1,735,350 new
cases, which is equivalent to 4,700 new cancer
diagnoses made daily.
Tips for breaking
free of your microwave
oven:
I hope that I have provided you with enough
information for you to
get rid of your microwave oven. You can
survive without it as I
have for the last 18 years.
You can also purchase a
convection oven if you
like, but I just use my
plain old oven. You may
have to plan ahead, but
it’s worth doing it for the
sake of your health.
• Take your dinner
out of the freezer that
morning or the night before so you don’t end up
needing to defrost right
before a meal.
• Make your food in
bulk, and then freeze
them in gallon-sized
freezer bags or other
freezer safe containers.
Before mealtime, defrost
it in a sink of water until
it’s thawed enough to put
into a pot, then reheat it
on the stove. Prepare
your meals in advance to
ensure you always have a
meal available when you

are too tired or too busy
to cook.
• Try eating organic
raw foods (not meat of
course). This will, in the
long run, improve your
health.
• A toaster oven
makes a great microwave oven substitute
for heating up leftovers.
Put it on a low temperature (200 to 250 degrees
F) and warm a plate of
food over the course of
20 to 30 minutes. Or
even better, use a steam
convection oven.
• You can just pop it
in a conventional oven
preheated to 350 degrees
in glass or ceramic container. If you don’t want
to dirty any dishes then
wrap it in parchment
paper very thoroughly
and set it on the oven
rack for 15 to 20 minutes.
Want to learn more
come to one of our lowcost workshops and find
out ways to lose weight
or improve your health.
Held every other Saturday and one evening per
month.
Dr. Valentine is a
weight loss consultant, a
health consultant and a
chiropractor. You can
reach her at 727-771SLIM (7546) or stop by A
Slimmer You at 10300
49th St. N, Suite 211.

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀWFRPPXQLW\EDVHGKRVSLFHLVWKHRQO\3LQHOODV&RXQW\KRVSLFH
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing continuous medical care if your loved one has uncontrolled
pain and symptoms – improving their quality of life and your peace of mind.
• :KHUHH[SHUWVWDIIDUHVXSSRUWHGE\QHDUO\FRPPXQLW\YROXQWHHUVKHOSLQJXVSURYLGHWKHEHVWSRVVLEOHFDUH
for your loved one.
• :LWKDORFDOIRXQGDWLRQWKDWVXSSRUWVVHUYLFHVDQGFDUHQRWSDLGIRUE\LQVXUDQFH7KLVPHDQV\RXUGRQDWLRQVDQG
support of our hospice stay in your community.
• 7KDW·VSDUWRIWKHODUJHU(PSDWK+HDOWKQHWZRUNLQFOXGLQJSDOOLDWLYHFDUHKRPHKHDOWKHOGHUFDUHDGYDQFHFDUH
planning and more – offering complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org
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The Revolution Will
Not Be Pathologized!
Community conversations around healing

By Kayla Nembhard, MA, LMHC
I had the awesome opportunity of facilitating a
restorative circle group in
our community over the
past six weeks with a group
of elementary school students. The core goal of
restorative circles is to build
on the strengths and skills
already present among the
students and their connections to their broader communities and promote
effective communication,
problem-solving and ultimately transformative healing.
I noticed I was feeling
not quite myself the same
day that I was encouraging
these students to name and
share their feelings. As I
continued to drag through
my Monday busying myself
with work and continued to
hit a mental wall around
what I wanted to write next
or even the purpose of writing anything, it hit me that I
needed to engage in the
same process that I asked of
our kids.
Why am I feeling so unbalanced at this time?
I began to think of our
students and the observations of and exchanges with
them and with one another

over the past several weeks.
I continued to observe the
scavenger hunt that is finding and identifying our own
feelings, let alone what
might be causing these feelings.
I listened to expressed
desires to relate to our families and community in a
more meaningful way. I listened to wishes to be heard
and respected as a young
person.
I heard more complex
themes begin to emerge
around identity, skin color
and even hair texture as kids
attempted to make meaning
of the features they see looking back at them in the mirror compared to the features
they might favor on loved
ones and peers that might
not necessarily look like
them.
There was an awkward
dance during these points in
time as we sat with the uncomfortable feelings these
experiences and realizations
provoked. I noticed the general disconnect from our
emotional experience as we
discussed these themes.
Our youth wish to be respected, heard, seen and
most significantly, valued.

In the spirit of naming our feelings:
Race-based traumatic stress

Simply for existing rather
than as a result of meeting a
racist and oppressive societal standard of beauty and
behavioral conduct. Yet, we
simply cannot find this insight or these words in the
midst of the chronic assaults
experienced on a day-to-day
basis.
Race-based traumatic
stress is most simply understood as the black/brown
body’s stress response to
chronic and ongoing encounters with racism. These
encounters are experienced
insidiously in everyday conversations and interactions
that might have an implicitly
biased and/or racial undertone.
They are also as blatantly violent as being the
victim of or taking on the vicarious trauma, or trauma
experienced by witnessing
or even hearing about a triggering event, of racialized
harassment, verbal and
physical abuse, or police
brutality and murders.
More times than not, we
are forced to deal with the
compounded trauma of
these emotional, psychological and physical assaults
going
completely

unchecked and unaddressed. Our body’s stress
response can include bouts
of depression and anxiety.
Such stress responses
can bring up feelings of
anger, agitation and even
loneliness as we might believe we are the only one affected in this way by such
encounters. We might physically begin to feel lethargic
and tired or find it hard to
concentrate; we might even
feel body aches and
headaches manifest.
We wonder why our
children struggle so much
to identify their own feelings
and be able to connect triggers and experiences to
those feelings. How do we
heal if we have no clue what
is harming us?
I realize I had reached a
tipping point of my own on
Monday but was fairly
quickly able to make meaning of my experience and
put a name to it: race-based
traumatic stress. I even have
the privilege of releasing
through writing about it
now.
How do we better understand what is harming us
when we consciously and
unconsciously are being

persuaded to ignore the
roots of our trauma and
pain? When will we then
give ourselves permission
as a people and a community to dig up our roots and
demand accountability?
Remind your children
that they are magic because
of their melanin and kinky
hair, not in spite of it. Remind
your children that they are
valued simply because they
exist and we see them.
Share your tough encounters with them; do not
be surprised if they have
their own stories to share.
Help them put a name to
their experiences and feelings. Remind your children

if it was true that the original
documents that started Jordan Park with the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development
have not been located. Love
responded:
“Currently we are researching. While we’re
doing our research, we’re
trying to get the essence
of the truth of Jordan
Park. Everybody should
understand that there’s
history in Jordan Park,
and we want to preserve
it, but we want to preserve the correct history.”
With that, Love thanked
the now clearly distressed
audience for coming out and
ended the meeting.
But before he could
leave the podium, Dr. Basha
Jordan, the grandson of
Elder Jordan, declared:
“What you just said is totally
astounding. That denies all
records in St. Petersburg in
the museum…that all these
people gave the land, and
my grandfather didn’t give
it? I’d like you all to research
that and come back with
some documentation.”
With the temperature
of the room rising, Love
continued to assert: “This
meeting is adjourned!” and
attempted to have the po-

lice to clear the room.
No mention was made
as to why the SPHA displaced elderly and disabled
residents before securing
funds to either build or
rehab the units they were
living in.
“I think the meeting
was a failure,” said Rouson.
“Information is brought
through dialogue, through
question and answer, not
just preaching down to
people or giving information out to people without
receiving questions in true
dialogue. What they have
done effectively is shut the
community out until Aug. I
don’t even know why they
called this meeting.”
Many were left thinking
the “workshop” was just a
ploy to erase the history of a
former slave-turned-businessman who obtained
enough wealth to leave a
legacy to the black community in St. Pete.
“All I know is that my father told me that his father
donated the land for Jordan
Park. So there’s a lot of information in the African-American community that is not
recorded in history,” said
Dr. Jordan.
“Even if it’s true, they
are not going to take anything away from the legacy.

As a matter of fact, it will
probably add something to
it because when you sling
mud, you get dirty,” Dr. Jordan exclaimed, adding that
the meeting was a “mudslinging informational workshop.”
In the United States, the
histories of marginalized
communities have a nasty
habit of being erased. Court
records go missing, deeds
are changed, and some residents are now thinking this
is happening right here in
St. Pete.
“We need to research,
and we need to know our
own history,” said Rouson.
“I’ve read many places
where Elder Jordan donated
this land to the city, even
through city documents.
This certainly was surprising for me today.”
Many in attendance
were outraged enough to
convene to the Woodson
museum to continue a discussion and develop a plan
of action for protecting the
culturally and historically
significant African-American
development.
Lipsey Scott revealed
that she was able to secure
proper housing for many of
the displaced residents who
moved into uninhabitable
conditions after the senior

that they are not alone. Remind your children that they
have the power within them
to demand and move toward change.
Kayla Nembhard is a licensed psychotherapist,
budding writer and community warrior. Her mission is
to use words and narratives
or stories through therapeutic practice and simple
everyday conversation to remind people of their inherent magic and power to
transform not only their individual lives but their communities as well. To contact
Nembhard, email knembhar@mail.usf.edu

Fighting for our history, again!
From WORKSHOP, front page

Jordan Park’s creation from
a “fact-based basis.”
Rouson halted proceedings as Ligon passed the
mic to Maclennan to ask,
“So why isn’t the public allowed to comment today if
the input from us is critical?” To which Ligon responded, “The input from
you is critical in terms of
the overall decision-making; a determination was
made that we would not entertain questions at this
forum.”
“This isn’t the meeting
we were promised,” exclaimed Terri Lipsey Scott,
director of the Carter G.
Woodson African American
History Museum, who has
brought to light the poorquality housing that seniors
were forced to move to after
the condemnation of the
Historic Senior Village.
Maclennan then gave a
presentation to show “how
land was pulled together to
create Jordan Park.” She
presented a handout explaining the transfers of a
number of subdivisions and
properties to the City of St.
Petersburg or housing authority, including those in
1938 that seemed most immediately relevant to the
current conversation.
However, it was difficult

to tell how the properties related to the current Jordan
Park development; some listeners asked for the relevance of the information
being given. The reason for
the presentation soon became shockingly clear.
As Maclennan once
again emphasized how the
documents made clear the
land Jordan Park was
erected upon was transferred from a wide variety of
previous owners and inhabitants, Lipsey Scott asked
from the audience, “Was the
land not donated by Elder
Jordan?”
Maclennan responded:
“All the property records indicate that all the land that is
today Jordan Park was
transferred by deed by all
these different people.”
When Lipsey Scott
pressed the issue to get a
firm response to the question of whether or not Jordan donated the land to the
city, Maclennan said: “We
didn’t find any indication in
Pinellas County public
records of a single deed
among the papers,” which
created an audible murmur
of dissatisfaction in the
room.
Brenda Gilstrap, president of the Jordan Park Nostalgic Association, inquired

village was condemned.
She also revealed how
the financial and physical
burden of yet another move
would make it impossible
for some families to leave
their current shoddy
dwellings arranged by the
SPHA.
“There’s one woman living in such deplorable housing, and I have begged her.
She said ‘to move again
would kill me.’ She is going
to stay in this deplorable
housing situation because
she cannot bear the thought
of moving again.”
At this point, Paul Hendriks, chair of the Pinellas
Realtor Organization, said
they would foot the bill to
move the residents that
Lipsey Scott secured housing for.
“I’m grateful…I shamed
the housing authority into a
position of doing what they
are doing,” she said, adding
that SPHA will pay for the
deposit and transfer of utilities to the new units, but
won’t pay for the moving.
Council Chair Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman has called
a press conference for this
Friday, July 20, at 10 a.m. at
the condemned Historic Village, 1245 Jordan Park St. S.
To reach J.A. Jones, email
jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
congregation thank God for
his continual mercy, grace
and abundant blessings. We
strive to give God our utmost
praise for the awesome gift
of His Son, Jesus Christ and
extend to our community an
invitation to share in our
praise as we pursue our mission of Creating a BibleBased Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
Coming off a great week
of Vacation Bible School,
with theme ‘Shipwrecked –
Jesus Rescues’ Pastor Brown
delved further into the idea
of ‘Rescued’ in which he
posed the question ‘What
Did Jesus Rescue Them
From’. The answers were:
(1) From their failure; (2)

From their fear and (3)
From their frustrations. As
always, we invite you to join
us on Sundays at 10:45 to receive the full depth of each
message.
St. Mark invites you to
join us on Sunday for Pre-Anniversary services as we
begin a season of worship
and praise to God for 87
years of existence as a
church beginning with invited guest Rev. Dr.
Bartholomew Banks and his
congregation, St. John Progressive M.B. Church of
Tampa. This year’s theme is
‘Rejoice’. Theme Scripture:
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In everything
give thanks: For this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.
We close out the month
of July with Congress #2
held which will be held July

Pastor’s Corner
25 – 27 at St. John M.B.
Church, Rev. Norris Martin,
Pastor. Evening classes for
all on Wednesday and Thursday with light refreshments.
The session will close out of
Friday with business meeting and dinner. Finally, the
Operation Love Project will
be on the 5th Sunday as we
visit with the sick and shut-in
members of St. Mark.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sun. from 2-4 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

We Have the Mind of Christ
“Let this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5
In the Old Testament, there was such a
disparity between God and God’s creation.
Priests and high priests would have to bring
God to people and people to God. Through
Jesus Christ, that middle wall of partition has
been torn down. We have direct access to
God and God has direct access to us (Ephesians 2:14).
Under the Old Covenant, God’s thoughts
were not our thoughts and God’s ways were
not our ways (Isaiah 55:8,9). As human beings we could only reach a certain plateau of
thinking, speaking and behaving. Through
the Holy Spirit, our human limitations have
been removed and we have the ability to flow
in the Spirit, thus thinking God’s thoughts
and operating according to God’s ways.
Under this New Covenant, we become
one with God. Like a husband and a wife,
there is a marriage between God’s thoughts

and our thoughts. Like a hand and glove,
there is a union between God’s ways and our
ways. All we have to do is let the Christ mind
bring us divine ideas. All we have to do is let
the higher consciousness show us new ways
of seeing things and doing things.
Because we have so many voices telling
us that we can’t think on this alpha plane, it
is important for us to use denials and affirmations. Denials take away the power of negativity and prepare a clean sleight for our
affirmations of truth. An example of a denial
is “I AM not limited by the thoughts of others.” An affirmation that follows this denial is
“I have the mind of Christ.”
We can’t afford to allow old traditions and
limited religious ideas to hinder us from living in this Kingdom dimension. Every day we
must “let this mind be…” Affirm aloud these
words for the rest of the week: I am one with
God. God’s thoughts are my thoughts. God’s
ways are my ways.

St. Mark M. B. prepares Mortgage Burning
Celebration during 87th anniversary

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church.
Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us
to much, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following meth-

ods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available - Call the Church at
(727) 906-8300 – Monday –
Friday from 9:00 AM – 3:00
PM.
PRAYING FOR AMERICA AT THE SHIP
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENTS:
THE THIRD QUARTER
CHURCH CONGRENCE:
Friday, July 20, 2018 7:00 8:00 p.m. Each Ministry and
Auxiliaries are asked to be
prepared to give your Financial Reports and Ministry
Request Date Forms. Please
plan now to attend.
Sunday, July 29, 2018 –
FIFTH SUNDAY SCHEDULE - 8:00 AM – SUNDAY
CHURCH SCHOOL AND
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
AT 8:45 AM.
FLORIDA GENERAL
BAPTIST STATE CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION- Will convene on
August 6-10, 2018. Classes
will be held at the Wyndam

Hotel Address-International
Drive, Orlando, Fl.
Please save the dates for
our Annual Family and
Friends Celebration. Colors
are Red and White.
Saturday, August 11,
2018, 1:00 pm-5:00 pm “RADICALS FOR CHRIST”,
Family and Friends Day of
Fun. The Community is Invited to this FREE FOOD,
FELLOWSHIP AND FUN
EVENT.
In addition the Annual
Family and Friends Reunion
Choir Musical Starting on
Thursday, August 16, 2018 at
7:00 pm, through Saturday,
August 18, 2018, Workshop,
please register today, ALL
past members and any member of the church are encouraged to be apart of this
REUNION CHOIR.
Sunday, August 19, 2018,
7:45 am & 10:45 am. TBA
Finally please remember
the FAFC Committee consist of ALL OF THOSE
MEMBERS WHO ARE
BORN in March (Tribe of
Gad) and April (Tribe of
Judah) and also serve on the
Adult Dance Ministry. Your
presence is needed at the
next Family and Friends
COMMITTEE meeting on
every Mondays at 7:30 pm.
Sister Gail Jenkins and Sister
Cynthia Pierce, Chairpersons.

ST. PETERSBURG — St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church will kick off the
first of three months of pre-anniversary
services as we prepare to celebrate 87
years and burn the church mortgage.
The Mortgage Burning will be a celebration of the church’s financial
achievement in removing the mortgage
on the entire church facility.
“It is a grateful and exciting time in
the life of St. Mark,” Thomas Jackson,
trustee chairman said, “because it represents a time of completeness and a fulfilling of God’s promise that His Grace is

sufficient to meet all our needs.”
Please plan to be with us on Sunday,
July 22 at 3:30 p.m. as Dr. Bartholomew
Banks, Sr. and the St. John Progressive
M. B. Church of Tampa comes to celebrate with us.
The Mortgage Burning Ceremony
will take place on Oct. 21 at 3:30 p.m.
during the culminating service of the
87th Anniversary Celebration. Rev. Brian
K. Brown, Pastor. Deacon Thomas Jackson, Lead Chair, Sisters Dianne Speights
and Leila Wilson, Chairpersons.

87th Anniversary Members Casual T-Shirt
Kickoff Last Sunday, July 15
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Truelight Lodge #6 is hoping to make an impact
From MASONS, front page

drug pushers who frequent the neighborhoods.
“They need more positive
men.”
Witherspoon hopes to
entice younger men to
Lodge #6 so that local Masons will continue to give
back to the community
after established members are too old to run
around. They currently
have a few school teachers, a professor at St. Petersburg College and a
couple of coaches that
have agreed to join.
Grandmaster Mark S.
Jordan is over all the
lodges in Florida. Although his home base is
Orlando, he attended the

family and friends meet
and greet. With roughly
150 chapters and 75
lodges spread from Pensacola to Key West, the
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons are making
a
difference
throughout the state.
“We’re helping one another, helping others,”
said Jordan. “Basically,
going about doing the
right thing, bringing up
people the right way; and
we’re starting with the
youth.”
Guests of the community get together enjoyed
ribs, chicken, collard
greens and cornbread
Truelight hopes their at-

tempt at community building will bring about more
men willing to give back,
and also help them in the
process of finding their
own building. Lodge #6 is
currently meeting at
other lodges in the area.
Solomon James is one
of the recent men to show
an interest in the new
chapter. A historian, who
became a Mason at the
age of seven, he has been
a member of the fraternity
for about 40 years. Although not officially a
part of Truelight yet,
James arrived while the
group was forming and
discussed the history of
the Masons with its mem-

bers.
“I share my perspective because I used to
travel,” said James. His
lodge used to visit Egypt
and revels in the history
of the Masons. “It goes
thousands of years back,
so when you see a
pharaoh, you’re looking at
a Mason.”
James feels being a
Mason is a way of life that
should begin as early as
possible. The fraternity
helps its members understand how to get along
with others and lead by
example. Requirements
for induction are simple.
You must be male, have a
sound reputation, believe

in a supreme being (regardless of religion) and
be willing to give of yourself to the community.
Witherspoon hopes by
the end of the year to start
helping the youth. Truelight hopes to implement
a fishing ritual with local
boys to pass on not only
the sport but also the opportunity to have meaningful conversations and
positive time with kids.
Bethel
Community
Church’s Rev. Manual
Sykes, also a member of
Truelight and third in
charge, has a school next
to his church. He wants to
teach youths about the
boundaries of life, how to
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be a better man and how
to deal with humankind.
Witherspoon
describes being a Mason as
chipping off the old and
revealing a better person
for the community. He
wants to teach other Masons how to not only better themselves, but to also
be better for their significant others, be a better
neighbor and how to be
humble.
“It has to be in your
heart and your mind to
make yourself better,” he
said. “Whatever your
mind is thinking, the
heart does.”

